FROM    SEA    TO    SKY

conference did little to brighten. The problem of holding the
Germans in Greece and Libya, of sustaining Malta, and of fore-
stalling the probable trouble in Iraq without losing more than we
were receiving in reinforcements and supplies was never more
complicated than at this time. However, it was on this day that I
received from the Air Ministry a signal transmitting a resolution
adopted by the House of Commons on April gth in the following
terms:

That this House on the occasion of the recent victories by sea, land and
air in North Africa, Greece and Mediterranean records with gratitude its
high appreciation of the service of all ranks of His Majesty's Forces in these
brilliant operations, and also of those who by their labour and fortitude at
HQ,,, M.E., have furnished the means which made these successes possible.

The Secretary of State for Air added his best wishes to the R.A.F.

That evening I met General de Gaulle at a dinner given at
Shepherd's Hotel on his arrival from England to stimulate the
Free French movement in Africa, now beginning to gain strength;
so far it had not made much progress in Syria, where General
Dentz gave it no support nor did the French Admiral Godfrey
make any move to place his ships at Cunningham's disposal. A
day or so afterwards General de Gaulle lunched at Air House and
I had the opportunity of getting to know something of this tall
sombre leader who had risked his neck for his faith in the future
of his beloved France. How could a sense of humour or any com-
promise be expected from one who so obviously considered himself
a modern Joan of Arc?

On the r 5th the news from Greece was bad, we were with-
drawing from the Mount Olympus line in the face of strong enemy
pressure, and the nightly bombing attacks of our Wellingtons of
Nos. 37 and 38 Squadrons on rear lines of communication seemed
to be having little effect; nor were the Blenheims and Hurricanes
in sufficient strength to make any appreciable difference during
the day to the steady advance of the Germans.

On the other hand, Tobruk on the previous day had withstood
a strong German-Italian attack, during which No. 73 Hurricane
Squadron, still operating from the airfield within the perimeter,
had shot down nine enemy aircraft for the loss of two, and had also
dealt with four J.U.52S full of troops.

Another encouraging signal came from the Prime Minister:
"AH your vigorous reactions give us greatest pleasure here*
Compliment squadrons in Tobruk for clawing down dive
bombers/5 The message went on to say that the stream of rein-
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